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LITURGY 
Regarding the preparations for the liturgy itself, please note 
the following: 
 
Catholic Priests are unable to celebrate Catholic weddings 
outside of  the Catholic Parishes due to the particular nature 
of  the sacrament. 
 
The marriage of  two Catholics is typically celebrated as a 
Nuptial Mass. To respect both families of  a mixed marriage, 
the marriage of  a Catholica to a non-Catholic consists of  a 
two part ceremony- the Liturgy of  the Word and the Rite of  
Marriage. 
 
If  the couple is to be married elsewhere, the priest will 
transfer the paperwork to the location of  the wedding once 
the preparation is completed at least one month prior to the 
wedding date. The cost for this preparation is $250. 
 
The Church does not charge for the sacraments, but the fee 
for a wedding at Queen of  Peace is $500 for parishioners 
and $600 for non-parishioners. This includes the use of  the 
facility as well as stipends for the minister, musicians, wed-
ding coordinator, and the cost of  the marriage preparation 
process (includes FOCCUS inventory). 

Couples will complete the Wedding Ceremony Selection 
Sheet with the help of  the officiating priest towards the end 
of  the marriage preparation process. 
 
To contact Yajaira Delgado, the wedding coordinator, to 
schedule a musician , please email her at  
Yajaira.delgado@queenofpeace.net 
 
 

   

 

QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
COUPLES’ GUIDE TO 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
 

“God who created man out of  love also calls him to 
love, the fundamental and innate vocation of  every 
human being. For man is created in the image and 

likeness of  God who is himself  love. Since God cre-
ated him man and woman, their mutual love becomes 

an image of  the absolute and unfailing love with 
which God loves man. it is good, very good, in the 

Creator’s eyes. And this love which God blesses is in-
tended to be fruitful and to be realized in the com-

mon work of  watching over creation: ‘And God 
blessed them, and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it’” 
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 FORMATION 
 

 Given the uniqueness of the Catholic understanding of marriage 
 and the ever-increasing threats upon married life in our culture, the 
 Catholic Church stresses with great importance the preparation of 
 Holy Matrimony. This demands a greater formation and  
 commitment, and consists of the following: 

 
1. The purpose of the marriage preparation process is to lead the  
      couples to the conversion of life that allows full knowledge of  
      oneself, of the other and of the sacrament of marriage, as well as to 

the  freedom to place a consent without conditions on their  
 wedding day. 
 
2.   The minimum time frame for marriage preparation is 9 months, 

though the preferred time frame is 12 months. 
 
3.  Throughout this time, the couple  will meet at least five times with 

the priest in order to build a relationship, as they study together the 
different aspects of the preparation and to plan the liturgy. 

 
4. The couple attends a 7-week class (Feb-March/Oct-Nov) including 

a weekend retreat ( at the end of March/October) in order to   
deepen their Christian identity, study theology of the body and the 
Catholic  understanding of marriage, to discover the beautiful 
meaning of human sexuality, including Natural Family Planning 
course. The cost of the course is $250 per couple. To register for 
the class, the couple is asked to contact Yajaira Delgado at  

 Yajaira.delgado@queenofpeace.net 
 
5.  In order to learn the specific practices of the Natural Family      

Planning, the couple is to contact Theresa with Couple to Couple 
League at archeden.org/nfp for more information. 

 
6.   The priest is responsible to witness on behalf of the Church that the 

wedding is in fact Catholic. He reserves the right of conscience to 
not marry the couple if he has not ascertained concretely that they 
are in fact sufficiently engaged in mind and heart with the         
preparation process for the sacrament of Marriage, even several 
months into the preparation process. 
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7.  Catholic parties are asked to acquire an original and recent baptism   

certificate, from the parish of origin, dated within six months of the 
marriage. Their assigned priest will help with the other paperwork 
necessary for the preparations. 

 
8.  By state law, the marriage license must be dated within 30 days of the 

wedding, and should be brought to the parish office no less than three 
days before the wedding. Following the wedding, the priest will collect 
the signed license and after submitting it to the state, the couple will 
be issued their own copy.  

 
 9.  All other parish considerations and liturgy planning will be facilitated 

during the marriage preparation process.  
 
10. MA Forms should be filled out during the first meeting with the 

priest. If a previous marriage ever took place, the marriage preparation 
should be put on hold until the annulment process is successfully 
completed. 

 
11. Freedom to Marry Forms should be signed by someone who knows 

those preparing for marriage for a sufficient amount of time, before a 
deacon priest or notary public. 

 
12. FOCCUS inventories should be administered on-line, and facilitated in 

meetings with the priest responsible for the preparation. To adminis-
ter an inventory, please contact Yajaira Delgado                            
Yajaira.delgado@queenofpeace.net 

 

13. Any Catholic ,planning to marry at Queen Of Peace who is not a    
parishioner should obtain permission from his/her pastor to get   
married outside of his/her parish.  

 
14. The Best Man and Maid of Honor can be anyone of any religion   

chosen by the couple who will be present at the ceremony.   

Weekly Attendance at Mass and frequent confession are  requirements 
for a joyful celebration of a life-giving love in marriage at  

Queen of Peace. 


